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ACTION AF-07 
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CONFIDENTIAL LIBREVILLE 1329 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, GB, CH 

SUB J : PRESIDENT BONGO’S COMMENTS ON HIS TRIP TO CHINA 

1. IN A CONVERSATION WITH PRESIDENT BONGO, HE INDICATED 
THAT HE WAS VERY IMPRESSED WITH WHAT HE HAD SEEN IN 
CHINA. HE REITERATED HIS PUBLIC COMMENTS CONCERNING 
HOW HARD THE CHINESE PEOPLE WORKED AND THEIR SENSE OF 
NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE. WITH REGARD TO MAO TSE-TUNG, 
BONGO SAID THAT WHILE HE HAD FOUND HIM TO BE OBVIOUSLY 
AN AGED MAN, HE WAS IMPRESSED WITH MAO'S KNOWLEDGE OF 
THE AFRICAN SCENE. MAO SEEMED TO KNOW THE NAMES OF ALL 
THE AFRICAN LEADERS AND MADE VERY PERTINENT REMARKS 
(ALBEIT POLITE ONES) ABOUT MANY OF THEM WHICH INDICATED 
THAT HE HAD AN EXCELLENT GRASP OF AFRICAN AS WELL AS 
WORLD AFFAIRS. BONGO SAID THAT MAO JOKINGLY REFERRED 
TO HIS OWN VARIOUS COLLABORATORS AS BEING IN ONE CASE 
PRO-FRENCH, IN ANOTHER PRO-AMERICAN AND SO FORTH. 

WITH REGARD TO CHOU EN-LAI, BONGO SAID THAT HE FOUND 
HIM IN SEEMINGLY GOOD HEALTH BUT GOT THE IMPRESSION 
THAT A STRUGGLE WAS LOOMING BETWEEN CHOU EN-LAI AND 
THE MILITARY, THE OUTCOME OF WHICH WOULD DEPEND A GREAT 
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DEAL ON CHOU S HEALTH. BONGO WAS QUITE VAGUE 
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WITH REGARD TO ANY ECONOMIC BENEFITS GABON EXPECTED TO 
DERIVE FROM THE PRESIDENT S TRIP TO CHINA. 

MCKESSON 
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